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SUB J : SECRETARY'S COMMENTS UPON ARRIVAL IN GENEVA MAY 18 

HERE IS THE TEXT OF SECRETARY VANCE'S REMARKS ON ARRIVAL IN 
GENEVA. 

QUOTE 

1 . I'M HAPPY TO BE BACK IN GENEVA TO RESUME MY DISCUSSIONS 
WITH FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO. WE WILL BE MEETING THIS 
MORNING TO SIGN THE ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATION TREATY. THIS 
TREATY HAS BEEN UNDER NEGOTIATION FOR ABOUT THREE YEARS. I 
THINK THE WORK WAS STARTED ON IT IN 1974. IN ADDITION, WE WILL 
BE RESUMING OUR DISCUSSIONS ON STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATIONS. 

1 DON'T KNOW WHETHER THERE WILL BE ANY PROGRESS. TIME WILL TELL. 

WE ARE ALSO GOING TO BE DISCUSSING MATTERS RELATING TO THE 
MIDDLE EAST. SINCE I LAST MET WITH FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO 

IN MOSCOW BOTH OF US HAVE HAD DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PARTIES TO 
THE MIDDLE EAST DISPUTE. WE WILL EXCHANGE VIEWS ON THOSE 
MEETINGS AND WE LL DISCUSS THE FUTURE, PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF 
OUR RESPONSIBILITIES AS CO-CHAIRMEN OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. 
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Q. MR. SECRETARY, WILL THE LIKUD PARTY VICTORY COMPLICATE 
THE ADMINISTRATION'S EFFORTS TO RESUME NEGOTIATIONS? 

A. IT IS CLEAR YET THAT THE LIKUD HAS WON BECAUSE IT WAS NOT 
CLEAR YET THIS MORNING WHEN I LEFT PARIS. 

Q. I THINK IT IS. THEY HAVE CALLED FOR A UNITY LABOR UNION 
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GOVERNMENT. 

A. HAVE THEY? WELL I'LL HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE. I'LL HAVE TO 
GET A LITTLE MORE INFORMATION BEFORE I TRY AND REFLECT ON THAT. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY. ARE YOU BRINGING ANY NEW IDEAS OR SUGGESTIONS 
ON THE SALT NEGOTIATIONS? 

A. NO, WE ARE REALLY MERELY RESUMING DISCUSSIONS. ANYBODY 
ELSE GOT ANY QUESTIONS? 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, ON THE MIDDLE EAST, DOES AT LEAST THE 
AMBIGUITY OF THE OUTCOME OF THE ISRAELI ELECTIONS COMPLICATE 
AND SLOW DOWN THE PROCESS? 

A. DOES WHAT? I DIDN'T HEAR YOU. 

Q. DOES THE AMBIGUITY AND DOUBT OF THE ISRAELI ELECTIONS 
COMPLICATE OR SLOW DOWN THE PROCESS THAT YOU HAVE BEEN ENGAGED IN? 

A. I THINK WE ARE JUST GOING TO HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE WHEN THE 
SITUATION CLARIFIES ITSELF WHAT KIND OF A COALITION IS PUT TOGETHER 
IN ISRAEL, AND I THINK IT IS PROBABLY NOT WISE TO SPECULATE UNTIL 
IT GETA A LITTLE CLEARER EXACTLY WHAT THE SITUATION IS. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, YOU DON'T SEEM TO BE TOO HOPEFUL ABOUT SALT. 

A. I' VEAL WAYS SAID THAT SALT IS A LONG PROCESS. IT TAKES 
PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE; WE HAVE BOTH OF THESE. LET’S 
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WAIT AND SEE WHAT HAPPENS. 

Q. IS THERE SOME ATMOSPHERE OF CRISIS? IS THIS A TYPICAL SESSION 
THAT COULD, THE PRESIDENT SAID ... 

A. LET ME ANSWER YOUR QUESTION. THE ANSWER IS NO. 

Q. WELL WHAT HAPPENED TO THE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT RIGHT AFTER 
THE KREMLIN MEETING THAT IF THESE TALKS ARE UNSUCCESSFUL, A 
RATHER OMNIOUS STATEMENT, THAT HE WOULD BE FORCED TO CONSIDER 
A SPEED UP OF AMERICAN WEAPON DEVELOPMENT. YOU DON'T SEEM TO 
TAKE THAT SUPER CRITICAL VIEW OF THE SITUATION. 

A. WELL I THINK YOU OUGHT TO WAIT AND SEE WHAT HAPPENS, SEE WHETHER 
WE MAKE ANY PROGRESS OR NOT. ARMS CONTRO IS A LONG PROCESS, AND 
WE WILL HAVE TO SEE HOW THINGS TURN OUT. 

Q. WILL YOU TALK ABOUT SALT AS THE FIRST AGENDA ITEM? 
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A. YES, WE WILL. 

Q. DO YOU KNOW HOW MANY DAYS YOU WILL BE TALKING? 

A. NO, I DON'T. WE WILL IUST HAVE TO SEE HOW THE DISCUSSIONS 
GO. I THINK WE WILL BE HERE TWO DAYS. BUT PERHAPS IT MAY BE 
LONGER THAN THAT. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

END QUOTE.VANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SECTO, SPEECHES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977SECT004107 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 76-1 061 
Format: TEL 

From: SECRETARY GENEVA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770543/aaaablfq.tel 

Line Count: 126 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: d3c8e390-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION PRS 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2468959 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SECRETARYYS COMMENTS UPON ARRIVAL IN GENEVA MAY 18 HERE IS THE TEXT OF SECRETARY VANCEYS REMARKS ON 
ARRIVAL IN GENEVA. 

TAGS: OVIP, PARM, US, SZ, (VANCE, CYRUS R) 

To: STATE USIA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d3c8e390-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



